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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  AND  CHIEF  'SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR 
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Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1954. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General's  estimate,  the  Home 
Population  at  mid-year  was  7,190,  which  represents  an 
increase  by  45  over  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  live-births  was  116  (i*e.  17  less  than 
in  1953),  and  the  birth-rate  accordingly  fell  from  18.63 
to  16,13  but  was  still  higher  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales, which  was  15*2,  The  high  post  war  rates  have 
gradually  declined  and  appear  to  be  reaching  an  equilibrium 
around  15  live-births  per  1,000  resident  population. 

The  number  of  still-births  was  three  and  tlie  rate  per 
1,000  total  (live  and  stilljbirths  was  25.21  which 
approximates  to  that  of  England  and  Wales  which  was  24. 

It  has  been  recognised  from  experience  in  Hospital  Practice 
that  careful  ante-natal  and  obstetric  attention  can  keep 
this  rate  within  reasonable  limits,  although  many 
contributory  causes  are  still  obscure. 

There  were  five  deaths  amongst  infants,  giving  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  43.10,  All  were  due  to  Prematurity, 
which  is  the  most  common  cause  of  infant  deaths.  As  with 
still-births,  there  are  many  unknown  contributory  causes  of 
premature  births  and  deaths,  but  careful  ante-natal  and 
obstetric  attention  are  also  of  first  importance. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  due  to  Toxaemia  of 
Pregnancy. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  82  and  the 
equivalent  rate  was  11*40;  v/hen  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General's  Comparability  Factor,  which  affords  comparison 
with  other  districts,  on  the  basis  of  a  standard  population 
for  age  and  sex  distribution  the  rate  becomes  9*3;  that 
for  England  and  Wales  v/as  11,3. 

As  may  be  naturally  expected,  the  chief  cause  of 
deaths  was  the  Heart  Diseases,  Circulatory  and  Vascular  group, 
mostly  amongst  the  aged. 

Cancer,  also  as  anticipated  caused  the  second  highest 
number  of  deaths  i,e,,  9*  There  was  one  death  from  Cancer 
of  the  Lung,  compared  with  five  in  the  previous  year. 

Treatment  can  successfully  overcome  this  disease,  if  an 
early  diagnosis  is  established,  for  procrastination  is  not 
only  the  thief  of  time  but  of  life  itself.  Fortunately 
most  of  these  deaths  are  amongst  the  aged. 

The  other  causes  of  death  were  miscellaneous  and  there 
was  no  exceptional  cause. 

With  regard  to  the  Infectious  Diseases,  there  was  an 
outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough,  90  cases  having  been  notified. 

It  is  impracticable  to  control  this  disease,  as  it  is  most 
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infections  before  it  is  usually  identified  by  the  parents, 
that  is  before  the  typical  ’whoop1  is  heard.  In  one 

school,  actual  cases  were  found  to  be  still  in  attendance 
and  the  disease  had  rapidly  spread  throughout  the  school 
amongst  the  susceptible  children.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that"  the  claims  made  by  manufacturers  that  their  modern 
vaccines  are  effective  immunising  agents,  will  be  substantiated 
by  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  that  it  will  take  a 
routine  place  beside  Diphtheria  immunisation,  which  has  almost 
eradicated  this  disease  from  the  Country,  in  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the  Doctors'  Surgeries. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  a  Day/ 
Residential  School,  a  number  of  cases  having  occurred 
within  several  days.  Staff  from  the  County  Laboratory 
kindly  offered  their  assistance  and  they  ’swabbed’  the 
noses  and  throats  of  all  the  children  and  staff  in 
attendance.  Of  the  186  swabs  taken,  27  were  found  to  be 
positive  to  Haemolytic  Streptococci  G-roups  A.C.  and  G. , 
mostly  Group  A.  As  the  School  holiday  closure  was  about 
due,  all  the  children  were  sent  home,  and  the  family  Doctors 
were  notified  concerning  those  with  positive  nose  and  throat 
swabs  and  were  requested  to  treat  them  as  carriers.  The 
School  was  also  thoroughly  ’spring-cleaned'  and  disinfected 
during  closure.  After  resumption  for  the  Summer  term,  no 
further  cases  were  notified,  evidence  that  the  measures  taken 
were  successful.  Most  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  character, 
but  in  a  few  children  Otitis  Media  was  a  complication  that 
required  treatment. 

One  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Apple dore 
in  September.  The  patient  was  a  child  aged  2-g-  years.  The 
paralysis  was  slight  and  the  child  made  a  successful 
recovery.  No  epidemiological  clue  could  bo  ascertained  as 
to  the  source  of  infection  and  no  secondary  cases  occurred. 

There  were  no  other  cases  of  serious  infectious  disease. 

Three  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  three 
new  cases  of  Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
(see  table).  Of  the  latter,  one  child  suffered  from 
Tuberculous  Meningitis,  another  from  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
and  the  third  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  knee  joint.  In  all 
these  cases,  the  milk  supplies  were  closely  examined  but  no 
samples  were  positive,  which,  as  these  supplies  were 
Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin  Tested,  was  expected.  The  Chest 
Physician  is  responsible  for  investigating  the  possibility 
of  infection  from  human  contacts  or  sources. 

An  investigation  sponsored  by' the  Medical  Research 
Council  and  by  the  University  of  Cambridge  and  headed  by 
Dr.  B.  P.  Marmion,  into  the  endemicity  or  prevalence  of 
Q  fever  in  the  Marsh  was  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  was  conclusively  proved  by  serological  (blood)  examination 
taken  from  patients  who  were  suspected  as  having  suffered 
from  Q  fever,  that  this  illness  does  occur  throughout  the 
Marsh,  and  that  sheep  are  the  chief  reservoir  of  infection, 
although  as  far  as  is  known  they  do  not  suffer  from  any 
recognisable  form  of  disease  caused  by  the  organism 
concerned  (R.  burneti).  The  illness  is  sporadic  and 
does  not  usually  assume  the  form  of  an  epidemic.  Most 
cases  have  occurred  about  the  time  of  tho  lambing  season 
and  the  Rickettsiae  have  been  isolated  from  the  placentae 
(after-births).  The  organisms  are  also  conveyed  by  dust 
and  ticks.  For  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis,  blood  may 


be  sent  for  serological  examination  before  the  10th  day 
and  after  the  14th  day  of  illness  t  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Colindale  Avenue,  London,  N.W,9* 

Q  fever,  per  se,  is  not  an  illness  that  is  usually  dangerous 
to  life  and  treatment  with  modern  Antibiotics  is  highly 
successful. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  interest 
and  assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  the  staff 
for  their  efficient  and  loyal  co-operation. 

I  am, 


Year  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MARSHALL.  M.B.,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H, 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  1 954 


Area;-  38 ,002  acres 

Regis trar •General* s  Estimate  of:- 
The  Resident  Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 
to  the  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value:- 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


7*190 

2,495 
£35 t 686 

£144 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Tenterden  Rural  District  is  predominantly  agricultural 
in  its  interests  -  there  are  only  a  few  light  industries, 
and  generally,  social  conditions  are  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Tenterden  England 
Rural  and 


Total 

Ejl 

District 

Wales 

1. 

Live  Births 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 1 6 

66 

50 

Birth  Rate  16.13 

per  1 ,000 

15.2 

108 

59 

49 

estimated 

resident 

(b)  Illegitimate 

8 

7 

1 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

(a)  Legitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Rate  per  25.21 

1 ,000  total 

24.0 

3 

2 

1 

(live  and 
still)  births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Deaths 

82 

4o 

42 

Death  rate  11.40 

11.3 

per  1 ,000 

resident 

population 


4*  Deaths  from  pregnancy, 
Childbirth  and 
Abortion. 


Rate  per  8.40  Not 

1,000  (live  available 

and  still) 
births 


Deaths  of  Infants  5  4  1 

Under  One  Year  of 

Age 

(a)  Legitimate  541 

(b)  Illegitimate  -■*•+- 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  43*10  25*5 

Rate  re  legitimate  infants  48.30 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 


6. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ... 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 
Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  ...  ... 
Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ... 


9 

1 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  1934. 


Whooping  Cough  . 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  . . .  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 
Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  or  Influenzal) 


92 

1 

13 

1 

5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  TENTERDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

DURING  1954 


ALL  CAUSES 


Males  i  Females 


4  *  » 


•  •  • 

•  II 
III 

•  ♦  9 


1*  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  .. 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus.. 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  . • 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ., 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neopla 

13.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

16.  Diabetes  ...  .. 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.. 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  •• 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseas 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34.  All  other  accidents 
35*  Suicide  ... 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


III 
I  «  I 
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•  90 
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•  •• 
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SECTION  C. 


sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area 


Water  Supply 

Two  water  undertakings  supplied  the  District  during 

1954. 

(a)  The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  supplied  the  Parishes  of 
Appledore,  Kenardington,  Woodchurch,  Witter sham,  Stone,  part 
of  High  Hal den  and  part  of  Biddenden. 

(b)  The  Cranbrook  District  Water  Company  supplied  the 
Parishes  of  Newenden,  Rolvenden,  part  of  High  Halden,  and 
part  of  Biddenden. 


Bacteriological 

i 

Chemical 

No* 

1 

Results  t 

o| 

Results 

Raw  Water 

7 

: 

J 

7  Unsatisfactory  i 

4 

4  Unsatisfactory 

Treated  Water 

16 

i 

11  Satisfactory 

5  Unsatisfactory 

I 

2 

1  Satisfactory 

1  Unsatisfactory 

Generally,  the  waters  were  of  satisfactory 
bacteriological  and  chemical  quality,  and  appropriate 
action  was  taken  in  the  case  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Drainage.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  year  work  on  the  main  drainage  schemes  for 
.h$).f  -or  Appledore  and  half  of  Rolvenden  was  completed 
and  the  scheme  for  Biddenden  was  commenced.  The  scheme 
for  'Woodchurch,  High  Halden  and  Newenden  has  not  yet  been 
commenced* 

Housing 

The  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  was  3 4.  Informal  notices  for  repairs  to  36  houses 

and  a  statutory  notice  for  repairs  to  one  house  were  served. 
One  house  was  closed  and  ten 
Grants  were  made* 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

Summary  of  class if i cat ic 

Category  1  *  . 

”  2.  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

4*  ...  ... 

Of  the  houses  placed  in  Category  4,  63  have  now  received 
attention  i.e,,  demolished,  reconditioned  or  closed. 


were  demolished.  27  Improvement 


>ns  at  31  -1 2-54 


•  •  • 
•  •  ♦ 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


547 

644 

537 

139 
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The  most  recent  waiting  list  of  applicants  for 
Council  houses  is  273. 

4.  Hop-pickers T  Camps . 

The  number  of  Camps  occupied  during  the  season  was  16, 
accommodating  approximately  1,000  persons.  These  were 
inspected  before,  during  and  after  picking  and  the 
appropriate  bye-law  notices  were  issued.  The  total  number 
of  huts  in  the  Camps  was  370,  constructed  either  from 
breeze  or  concrete  blocks  •  with  corrugated  asbestos  roofs 
or  from  weather-boarding  and  corrugated  iron,  12  of  the 
Camps  have  main  water  supplies  from  standpipes.  Receptacles 
for  refuse  are  provided  and  emptied  by  the  farmers.  Brick 
fire-places  are  erected  at  most  of  the  Camps  but  many 
Campers  still  prefer  an  open-fire  for  cooking.  The  earth- 
closets  were  generally  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  was  6 1. 

5*  Milk  Supplies 

The  number  of  registered  distributors  v/as  6  and  the 


number  of  registered  dairies  was 

3. 

Milk  Sampling 

Samples 

No.  of  unsatis- 

taken 

factory  samples 

Pasteurised 

27 

_ 

Tuberculin-tested 

30 

4 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

Biological  examination  of  raw 

4 

milks 

4 

tm 

Sterilised 

1 

— 

6.  Meat  and  other  Foods 

There  were  five  private  slaughterhouses  where  routine  and 
emergency  slaughtering  was  done  during  the  year  (see  table), 
and  15  food-preparing  places  and  14  restaurant  and  hotel 
kitchens*  all  of  these  were  regularly  visited  by  the 
Inspectors. 

Ice  Cream 


No.  of  Producer-Retailers 

•  •  # 

1 

No.  of  Retailers 

•  •  • 

27 

Sampling 

Grade  1  ...  16 

Grade  3 

...  5 

Drade  2  ...  7 

Grade  4 

•  «  •  ** 

Appropriate  action  v/as  taken  in  respect  of  the 
unsatisfactory  samples;  no  pathogenic  organisms  wore 
however,  cultivated  in  any  sample. 

Ho  cases  of  food-poisoning  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

Pood  condemned  during  the-year:- 
13  cwts.  3  qtrs.  26  lbs. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

exclud- 

Cows , 

Calves 

and 

1  c 

ing 

Cows 

... 

Lambs 

1 

No#  killed 

* 

| 

10 

i 

135 

j 

321 

No#  inspected 

56 

10 

155 

321 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

! 

i 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1 

1 

7  | 

2 

organ  was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

10 

— 

3  1 

1 

11 

affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

Co 

\r 

— 

» 

6fo  1 

Wo 

Tuberculosis  only 

! 

j 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

- 

- 

1 

_  j 

i 

J 

mm 

organ  was  condemned 

— 

1 

17 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 1 

10  % 

5% 

7#  Rodent  Control 


Routine  survey  of  the  district  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year,  and  "where  required,  treatment  was 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  rodent  operator.  Complaints 
of  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice  were  dealt  with  as 
received  at  the  office. 


Infestations  found  and  dealt  with  were; - 

(a)  As  a  result  of  survey  148 

(b)  Reported  to  Office  98 

246 


8.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

Details  of  Inspection  work  carried  out:- 


Bakehouses 
S 1 aught  e r hous  e  s 
Other  food  preparing  premises 
(not  including  ice  cream) 
Factories  and  workplaces 
OffOnsivG  trades 


Number 

7 

5 

18 


Visits 

4U 

1 46 

63 

117 


Defects 

1 

2 

3 


11 


Housing 

Overcrowding 
Keeping  of  animals 
Sanitary  accommodation 

(insufficient  or  defective) 
Drainage  (reconstructed  or  repaired) 
Cesspools  ( abolished) 

( repaired) 

( emptied) 


Offensive  accumulations 
Refuse  receptacles 
Yard  paving 
Dampness 

Roofs  and  rainwater  pipes 

Floors 

Walls 

Windows  and  ventilation 
Batlis,  lavatory  basins,  sinks 
Water  supplies 
Cooking  facilities 
Miscellaneous 


4 

1 

20 

3.5 

.*• 

3l 

27  (arranged  with 
Contractors  on 
behalf  of 
property  owners). 

4 


10 

6 

10 

8 

26 

17 

2 

14 

28 


Total  number  of  inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  -  2,602 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  &  1948 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors.) 


;  Number  ; 
j  on 

i  Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

v&ltt  en 
Notices 

Occupier 
prose cut 

(D 

:  (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

j 

!  i 

j 

!  13 

r 

47 

ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

1 

i 

i 

31 

51 

iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
wo rke  r  s 7  pr em i s  e  s ) 

i  i 

i  ! 

I  ^  1 
{  | 

i _ 

i  i 

50 

117 

3 

- 

12 


2#  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in 
defects  were  found 

wh&fch 

Number  of 

i 

; 

Referred 

cases  in 

Particulars 

i 

To  Hi?. 

By  H.M. 

1  which 

‘Pound  Pane  died 

3hspe  c~ 

Inspec- 

Prosecu- 

I 

r 

i  tor 

, 

! 

tor 

tions 

were 

I.L  _  . _ „  „ _ 

{ 

i 

!  Inst  i  tut  ed 

(i) 

(2) 

‘4(31  ■ ' 

Chl  ~ 

(5) 

rw  ■ 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

~ 

? 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

t 

1 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 

(S.6 )  - 

j 

i 

* 

• 

— 

- 

(a)  insufficient 

2x 

2 

(b;  unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

!  - 

i 

- 

- 

- 

(not  including  offences 

■ 

i 

i 

! 

relating  to  outwork) 

- 

_ 

, 

- 

3 

1 

— 

3 

- 

x  new' drains ‘being  laid  at  one  of  these  premises. 


' 


•  . 


. 


